The disease did not extend beyond the wrist or elbow joint, but involved all the structures of the forearm. It was first noticed in July 1879, and gradually attained its present large size; its recent growth being very rapid. As it was considered desirable to remove the origins of the flexor and extensor muscles from the condyles, the humerus was divided at the junction of the middle and lower thirds ; the operation being a modified circular. It was performed under strict antiseptic precautions on the 10th of June. Catgut drains were used, and they were stitched to the surface of the muscle before and behind the bone and brought out at each angle. The edges were very accurately brought together with horse hair. The arm was, after being dressed, enveloped in a mass of cotton wool and bandaged to the body, and the patient was taken home. The wound was dressed on the 2nd, 4th, 7th, 10th and 13th days. It united by primary adhesion without inflammation or suppuration. The part of the drain which lay outside of the wound was found on the dressing on the 10th day, and the stitches were also removed on that day. There was very slight fever during the first three days. Dr He was suffering from shock, and his pulse was beating very feebly : his breathing at the time was very much hurried and laborious. On examination it was found that he had sustained a fracture of the left third rib about its anterior third, from 2.| inches from its junction with the sternum. There was a circumscribed swelling extending about 4 inches around the fractured spot. Emphysematous crackling was discovered in the outer area of this space with a small, soft, crepitant nodule about the size of. a large nut, in its centre. This nodule disappeared on pressure and again came out on the slightest exertion of the patient to take breath, and also when the pressure of the finger was removed. On pressing the tip of the index finger over the protrusion I perceived a very distinct gap iir the intercostal space between the 2nd and 3rd rib. The patient spat out about .'{ drams of frothy blood by several efforts of coughing. The heart-sounds could not be distinctly made out, and were muffled by a sort of churring whizzing sound heard all over the precordial area. Puerile respiration was heard over the right lung. Pulse was KH) and respiration 36 per minute.
Decubitus on left side. The 3rd rib and the intercostal space above it had evidently given way to the direct violence received ; and the fractured ends of the rib made their way through the pleura into the superficial part of the lung-tissue. Hence the emphysema and the protrusion of the part of the lung underneath the muscles and the skin covering the part. A "It was observed that when one member of a household took the disease, some of the others almost invariably became affected within a few days. In the same way, when it appeared in a camp, it rarely remained confined to the house in which it broke out, but subsequently spread more or less extensively throughout the neighbouring huts. In a few instances it was observed to break out in a locality shortly after the arrival of some person suffering from the disease. On the other hand the attendants on the sick in hospitals rarely contracted the disease."
Opinions of medical men were divided regarding its contagiousness, the majority being opposed to this view.
The mortality was estimated at 2 or 3 per cent. The reporter considers the malady to be "a disease sui generis," not due to malaria and not identical with beri-heri.
Dr. Coaxes remarked that he had read the report, and had arrived at the conclusion that the disease was the same as had prevailed in Calcutta and the suburbs during the past three years. He was of opinion that neither was identical with beri-bcri?at any rate with what he had seen under that name in the Madras regiment at Cuttack.
The President said that the thanks of the Society were due to Dr. Lovell for this interesting report, and that care would be taken that the proceedings of the Society, which contained references to the disease as observed in Calcutta, would be forwarded to him.
